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: By the Death of M*, Aarpur, a grave * 


godly Matron (wife ro M*. Henry Harpur 


and 
: of the City of Cheſter) and ofthe death of their 
Religious Daughter Phabe Harper, a child 
of about x 2. ycares of age. 
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*% 
By lohn Ley Miniſter of Great- Budworth in Cheſhiere, 
Gum, 30.1, 
Give me children or elſe I dieO. 


Parcamus lachrymis nihil proficientibus, facilins enim 
illi nos dolor iſte adjjcrer, quam illum nobis reducet. 
Senec, Conſolat.ad Polyb.c. 23: 


LONDON, 
Priatcd for (riftopher Meredith at the Crane in Þ awlt- 
Church-yard. M.DC.XLI11, 
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Motto tot tot the th 
ES PEPE GO PPPSHESTS 


To my much 


HONOVRED AND WOR- 


thy Friends Thomas Standley 
Eſquire, and to M'*, Elizabeth Standley 


his moſt loving and beloved wife : 1.L, 
wilheth increaſe of grace here, and the 
accompliſhmeat of grace and glo- 
ry hereafter. 


E Here is none example of any one dead, 
| but may be an admonitor of the mutabi- 
lity of mans eftate to any one alive_-: 
Since death is not the limited lot of 
& particular pagen , but the common 
D ) doome of all living creatures, of man- 
VS kind eſpecially ,as aving alwayes 4 de- 
ſert of the ſentence of death by the guilt of ſinue in his ſoule—, 
and a condition of body ever capable of the execution-of that _ 
ſentence. ; 
But for theſe two memorandums of Morality  (»ow 
preſented by the Preſſe to publike uſe) the one of a godly Ma- 
tron, theother of a gracious maid her daughter ( whom 7 
bring in both together, becauſe there was a time, when the 
mother and the child by their bodily union, were reckoned but 
for one perſon, and when their bodzes were divided, their ſouls 
were, 45 45 [aid of the ſoule of Jacob and Benjamin, as ## 
were bound up in one bundle,Ge.q4-30,31. )they areſo much. 
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more meet tobe commented to your memory, 45 they were the 
better known unto you,and the more frequent and familiar reci- 
procations of reſþett have paſſed betwixt you,7 they have bin 
xſually ſuch 14 ſo many, that in mine obſervation (for 4t- 
vers years t172th:r) ſeld1m: hub your houſ? bin without 
ſom: 7a:jt of th:rs, or th:irs without ſone of your Family, 
and this amicavle eatercourſe hath been matually exerciſed 
with ſuch cheerfulneſſe of affect:on, 45 came neare in confor- 
mity to the communion of th: Primitive Chriſtians (ſo farre 
as the diitance of your ordinary dwellings would permit) and 
they 45 St. Luke ſheweth in hs Story of the Acts, had all 
things common, At. 2. 44. and this community ( like- 
that profeſſed by Ruth 10 Naomi, Ruth 1. 16.) hath held 
on from life to death, from death to buriall : For the duugh- 
ter, ( whoſe death through the dearneſſe of motherly love_ 
w4s an occaſion of her M»hers tranſlation from a mortall to 
an inmortall life ) ſpent her laſt dayes, as one of your houſ- 
hold,dycd under your voofe, and lyeth buried in the Church 
of your both Pariſh and Patronaze. 

And that neither of them might be buried in ob(guion, 1 
have now publiſhed that of both to common view, to which I 
have bin divers tinszs ſollxcited by fuch as were neare_ 
enowgh to them to diſcerue a were colcur of ſant#ttie_ 
from the folid truth of it , and who have too much inte- 
grity inthem (by ſtraining their owns conſciences) to ſerue_ 
up the credit of wy, 10 ax over high commendation : the 


juſt elevation whereof, (in reference to theſe two whom death 


parted for a while, out now hath joyned in their better part 
for ever) us ſo well knowne to you both, that if what T have_ 
written of them, were tocometo 4 legal proofe, I might (for 
very much of it ) produce you 196 4s wroneſſes ( above ex- 
ceprwon) of their well deſeruing, and of my true ſpeaking 
Slew, which is one reaſon af my Dedication- of their 
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Funerall Remembrance to your names. Another is the_ 
requeſt of him, wl.: had a peculiar right in the Mother ( us 
an husband) a primaryright in the daughter 2s a Father, 
and a very great Intereſt 1n me 4s an ancient familiar and 
an affettionate friend. 7 
- But that which hath moved memoit unto it, is a defire_ 
I have (ſince beſides all _ former favours in our own Coun- 
try, you will needs be ſo kind,zs to importune me ſo often to the 
entertainment of your houſe where you are now a ſojourner) to 
trafficke with you upon the tearms of the Apoſtle, by commerce 
and exchange of ſpirituall things,for things carnall, Ro.15. 
27. 1 Cor. 9g. 11. and the ſpirituall things, wherein for 
the preſent, I am deſirous to make ſome returne for your 
favours are an advice and a prayer : mine advice 1s 
that (while your conjugall amity-w viſibly ſuch, as thoſe_3 
that obſerve it, doe very well perceive, you are both wery 
well pleas'd in your choyſe) you would now and then , by 
—— of a morta drvorce, prepare not only for con- 
rage to encounter the pangs of death, but ( which to either 
p .c> may haply prove a more aifficult taske) for patience» 
to beare the ſadneſſe of a ſurviving life : For a parting 
there muſt be betw1xt you and yours, as well as others, and 
it will coſt you the more in griefe (when it commeth) if 
you doe not prepare and fore-cait for it, by ſerious ſtudy of the 
hard leſſon of Self-denyall, of what is moſt deare and delight 
fall to you before hand : And thus I meane not only for the— 
affection communicated betwixt your ſelves, but for that al- 
fo, which ( in common) as yonare Parents deſcends from 
90, upon your hopefwll children : and which I wiſh may 
be moderated to ſuch a meaſure as may become the children 
of an heavenly Father, profeſſing to pray for the fulfilling 
of his will, (according to the preſcript of the Lords Pray- 
er) before your owne ſo ſhall you be ſure to be ger 
A 2 : 


The Epiſtle Dedicatorie. 


the greateſt loſſe that can befall you. Now my prayer is that 
God will be pleaſed ſo to unite your heartie ſt devottons and afe 
feitions in himſelf, that in his favour you may find a Sove- 
raigne Antidote againit all the diſcomforts of this life,and 
that afterit, you my m2et in bleſſed fruition of him in 4 
better world, whzrof there is none end. This ſhall be a part 
of th: dutly interceſſion of him , wha deſireth.to be 


From my lolging in Pauls- Chnrche 
y04, June3, 1643. 
Really and will be ſincerely ſer- 


viceable tothe welfarg of 


you and yours 


Fobn Leys 


A. 


Errata in the firfl Sermon. 


Pg: Fpiſile Dedicatory in the marg:for Trere : wrice Trere «- Tn the verſes p.r.lin. 2. 
for breake, reade breath, lin 11-for Graces r. lewels lin.26 for canff reade rial, palin, 
24- for Eliſhs reade Eljab In the Sermon p 2-lin,7. for Phyloſephey reade Philoſapher. $0 
alſo p.21.lindaſt, p 2.lin,penult, blot our the word your, p 3. lin 8, marg atter Applic. blox 
out 1. p.4 lin 9.marg,blot out the word Vſ#. p.5.lin laſt but two blot out V/e1, Þ« 
x5 lin.34.af cr the word ſometime: readeit.p 29 after the laſt tin blor ovrtbe laſt nead'y, 
and reade it af;er th: word #e, p20 lin 1, p.20,lin 5 for come topaſſs which cannot, reade 
which came come to paſſe, p.nt.marg, for Plin. Nat Hiftc.y3 reade | 7 cy. p 29. lins lat 
sf:er the word fall adde Gen 15 16. p30 lin 21.for notion reade metion. p+ 33. lin, 17 over 
againk the word divers adde inthe marg. 1.H. Hiſt. of the z Norman Kings, p 119,118,119, 
320. p-34-linz3,blot out the word So, and lin 3 5, for their Ge u, reade the lives of theer 
Popes are. p<37linu. for Dext 3 1cade 13, 


Errataia the ſecond Sermon, 


Page 1.lin 4. for Soliciſemerexde Solacifme. p.y ling for thu reade the, lr, penult. bloe 
* In my Faſt Sex. Ot be. p 5 lin10 from the botrome afrer the word them adde I or the innocence of theſe 
mon, pag-36. whom they beve bated withomt acanſe, as I bave * cls where abſerred, p 7 Lpenot. oue 
ewe. p.v.lin.penule for 22,reade 20 p.14.lin lalt but one, after the wr od who adde tooke : 
and lin.lalt blot out wen. p.1e-lin 2,blo: out tcoke ber death. P+ 14. lin. 14. for whoſoever 
reale whoſeſoever, p.1q lin.latt but emo, after the word were blot our « ſos, p.16. 1 n-27,aficr . 
the word as4 reade that, p.t7.lin.s i. bogin the Parentbeſes next after the word wells 


THE 


Nſtrucion profitably miniſtred by way of que- 
ſtion, . Paget, 
The profitable uſe of Catechizing. p.3 K 
Too much _— by ſome, and by others 
too much urged, to the diſreputation of a ſup- 


| ſfion of after-noons preaching. P.4% 
A Catalogue of profitable queſtions for ſelf-examination my 
da . P.6,7; . 
The Luxury of Vitellizs , having 9000, diſhes at a meale, 
LG 
AReproofe of, 
1, Impertinent I 
2, Trifling, Queſtio- "op -_ 
3. Curious and preſumptucns niſts, 30 _ 
4. Diſtroſtfull * 
5. Blaſphemous =_ 0 
Luthers cenſure of the Fopiſh Schoole-Divines for their igno- 


rance of the Bible, P94 
Eraſmus his compariſon of Luther and Aquinas, and —_— 
ring of one page of Luthers books for profitableneſle betore all 
Aquinas works, p9. 
Some ordinary things more worthy of ſcrious conſideration 
then many extraordinary. P12, 
The ſhortneſſ: of mans life with the cauſes of it, the primary 
cauſe of it, $23. 
Sceundary cauſes, 30o ſevcrall. ſorts of diſcaſes named above 
2000 YCarcs agoc. Tbid, 


They diff:rent manner of working unto death, 14 
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Pherecides eaten up with lice, Thid, 
Immoderate paſſions and atteRions of the mind no lefle deadly 
then diſcaſcs of the body,particular inſtances thercof,p, 14,15 
16,17, 
The ſent of time and ſnuff: of a Candle deadly to ſome, p.1 4 
Malignant hoſtility how deadly. p.18, 
Cruell Malignity in little children. Thid. 
The deadly cruelty of the Sword. p.19, 
The valc of the red-Horſe, why fo called ? p.19, 
Strange accidents deadly to ſome. p 20, 
606 Houſes in Londox blowne downe at one tempeſt, - p21, 
Onechoaked with a Reyſon ſtone, another with a Fly, and a- 
nother with an haire, p.21 
Many ſignes of certain death, noneof certaine continuance of 
life. .Þ 21,22, 
Neither kingly prerogatives nor pbyſicall cordials of force + 
gainſt death. | p.23, 
Application, 


The conſideration of a ſhort and uncertain life may ſerve, 
{1, A fſpurre untodiligence, Pa23 
2. A whipor ſcourge for our negligence, p.25,26,27, 
3- Acheck to vain confidence, P27» 
-1 4. Acube to concupiſcence. P39. 

| | In the deſire of 

| Ct. Riches. p+31+ 
| 2, Hcnour, P-32,33334+35- 
fore Alexanaer the great wanted a buriall place -- To 
| , after hisdcath, 33s 
} William the Conquerovrs buriall often interrupted. 16, 
| None more unhappy then the Pope with his triple 
Crowne. P 3s 
A Pope hardly faved by the judgement of a Pope, p.35 


{ 3. Pleaſures 5 
5. A propto patience againſt anger or envy at the WT - 
of the wicked and againſt immoderate forrow for decea- 
_ {© fedfriends, 236,37 
A narration of the condition and courſe of Mr.1. 4. p38. 


The Contents. 


Ge  _ 


—_—— 


His travell and returne from Rome without corruption in mane 


ners or cooling in Religion. p-39,40 
His eſcape from d:ngers and dying where he was thought moſt 
lafe. P41 
His diſcaſe. P.423. 


The Devill buſieſt with the beſt when they are at the worſt, 43 
Examples of fuch as have had feartull conflits in their faith and 
doabtings of ſalvation out of which they have bin comforta- 
bly delivered. P:43:44,46. 
But if they had not we muſt judge of the godly by their regular 
life,not by the diſtempers of their ſickneſſe or death, p.45 
The pious and comfortableconcluſions of the life of MI, £.p.45 


46. 


pay - —— 
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T he principall Contents of the ſecond Sermon. 


Eath and Divinity make no difference of Sexes, fit. 
Every one ſhould be chary of the life of any man, p.3z. 
Murder deſtroyeth the Image of God, as well as a member of 
the common- weale,and therfore is a breach of the firſt Table, 
as well as of the ſecond, $3 4+ 
A whole City in danger by the (hughter of one man, F 44 
they know it not, ; P.4+ 
The cruelty of the wicked againſt the godly. P.455. 
Children (hoald be charyof the lives of their Parents,8& why.p.6 
A good ſon to his Parents below, is a favourite of the father a» 
bove, P7. 
A bad child a parracide or nurtherer of his Parents, F-7,8. 
Whence it is that Parents love their children better then chil- 


dren do their Parents. p.8,94 
Why Jacob was ſo loving to Beniamin abore the reſt ofhis bre- 
thren, P.9,10; 
The beſt ſort of perſons moſt kindly affeRed to their kindred. 
: Þ+ I ©, I I zl 2. 

A reproofe of the want of naturall affeion, P.12,1 3» 


Some lament more for the loſk of a dog or an horſe, then others 
for their neare kindred or friends, P.1 3» 
Oftwo cxtreams, better tobe too kind then too —— b- 
P.13» Yet: 
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Yet a fault to exceed moderation in ſorrow for deceaſed friends 
or kindred. P.14, 
To die for ſorrow is not to be guilty ofa fin unto death, p.14,15 
A young Saint an old devill,one of the devils proverbs. p.16, 
Signes of ſaving grace 1n a young child, p-16,17, 
An hiltoricall paſſage touching dancing on the Sabbath day to 
favelife, whether lawfull to do ſo to eſcape ſuch a danger?p.1y 
The charity of Ph, H, anſwcrable to her picty, and both rare jn 
a child of her age. p.18, 
Parents more honoured by good children, then children by 
good Parents, ; p18, 
The good diſpoſition and religious life of M*5, H, her mother, 
| p.19,20,21,22, 
Godly examples tobe ſet forth for others imitation, p.22 
Wicked men believe not Gods children tobe indowed with 
. ſuch gifts and graces as they have, p:22,23, 
An acknowledgement of the gift and power of praycr in a mean 
man by a great Prelate, p23. 
Yet all have not the gift that take it uponthem. p24, 
Nocxample of mecre man aperfe patterne of imitation, p24, 
Conſiderations for the paticnt bearing of croſl:s; firſt from God, 
both in regard of his authority over us, and of his intention 
towards us and ours, P.24. 
God cals away our friends to call our ſins to our remembrance, 


«25, 
Our fin towards them may be idolatry, and the cure of jets 
is to take away the Idoll. Thd 


The godly taken away from the evill to come, p.26, 
The caſc worſe with the ſurviver then with the decedant,p,26. 
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MORTALITY, 
The ſecond SER MON. 


G EN. 44. V. 3. 


It ſhall come to paſſe when he ſeeth that the Lad is not with us, 
that he will dze. 


(T js no Soliciſme in preaching, to bring in the 
yy Example of a Father and his fonne ( linked in 
fy} love together, evenunto death) for the ground 
aq of our Commemoration of a Mother and 
F\ her daughter, betwixt whom there was as 
” necare kindred, not only ef-bloud, but of affe- 
Rion : for neither death maketh difference of Sex ( as every 
one knoweth ) nor yet Divinity, ſince both Religion, and 
thereward of it, belongs unto both Sexes, by an <c ight, 
and though Chriſt wereof the male-kind, in Chriſtianity there 
isno difference; T here # neither Jew nor Greeke, there 55 neither 
boud nor free, there is neither male nor fenvale, for ye are all one wn 
(rift Feſis, Gal.3.28, ; 
It isall one then (as to that we intend) to preſent yo _ 
B ac 


The Monitor of Mortality, 


Jacob, loving his ſonne ſo much, that he could not live with. 
out him; as it we tooke for our Text, Rachel Weeping for her 
children, and would not be comforted, becauſe they were not, Math, 
2.18, an1 in ſome reſpeFs (as we ſhall ſhew before we have 
done) Zacobsexample is more conſiderable then Rachels, and 
Withall more pertinent to our purpoſe, which that you may 
the more perſpiculouſly perceive, tome precedent paſſages of 
this verſe mult be obſerved, which may come in with good due 
coherence to the Text thus, 

There was 4 general Famine over all the face of the Earth,Gen, 
41.56. except ine-£gypr (fo farreas was knowne tothe c/A- 
gyptians) thither did Facob ſend all his fonnes he had with him, 
except Beniamin,for him he would not ſend, Gen.42.4.for aſup- 
ply of food againſtthe famin: comming toeZgype their brother 
7oſeph (not known asa broth=r, and honoured as a Prince) fur- 
niſheth them with proviſion, but with condition to come 4- 
gaine, and to bring Beniamin, their (but cſpecially his 
owne ) brother with them, and (untill hee come ) hee 
requireth one of them to ſtay with him ( as a pledge for his ap- 
pearance ) and he was Simeon, Returning to their Father 
without him, rhey related to him, what Joſeph required, and 
treated with him, that they might bring his dearely beloved 
Bexlamin with them; with much adoe (cſpecially by the pru» 
dent importunity of 1«dah, he yeelded to ſerd him, and fo 
they went all together into «/£gypr : There /oſeph(having pow- 
er toaQ any part he pleafed ) - bh in j{ or in carneſt ) 
put a fallacy upon them, which trouvled them all, for he cau- 
fed his Steward to ſteale his Cup into Beniamins facke ; and 
( when they were in their way ) to follow them with hue 
andcry, who having overtaken them, and charg:d them with 
felony, they plead not guilty, and yecld to have their ſacks ſear- 
ched, and that he-in whoſe ſack the Cup ſhould be found, ſhould 
be his fervant. 

Beniamin is the party, who for the preſent: is taken for a 
Theefe, and now ( for ought he knoweth ): 1s for hereafter to 
be uſed like aſlave, Judah ( having: deeply. engaged himfelte 
to his Father for his fate returne, for ( ſaid he) 7 will be ſarety 
for him, of mine hand. ſoalt thou require him ; If I bring hin. 


nos 
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not unto thee, and ſet him before thee, let me beare the blame for 
ever, Chap.43.ver.9.) pleaded carncſtly with Foſeph for his 
releaſe, that he may reftore him to his Father, according to 
his former undertaking: And the Argument he moſt preſl:d 
to this purpoſe was, thatunlefſe this good mans heart be up- 
held by this ſonne of his right-hand ( for that is the fignification 
of his name ) it would finke downe into the rave, and fo he 
would prove a Benoni ( as his mother called him) that is, 4 
Sonne of forrow, not only to her, (who dycd in labour of him, 
Gen,35.18,19.) but to his Father, who (it he ſaw him not 
with theqp) would ſuppoſe he was dead, and the apprehenſi- 
on of that, would be the ſhortening of his life, by exceſſive 
ſorrow for his death : for as [ndah ſaid, His life was bound up 
in his ſonnes [ifs ; and being bound together, they were both 
ſafe in the ſame (ecurity, or both loſt by one mithap, at leaſt 
{acob's life ſo depended upon Beniamins, that if Beniamin did 
not live, /acob mult die. 

Having brought inthe Coherence ofthe words of the Text 
with the precedent Story, we muft now conſider them firſt t0- 
gether, then a part. 

For the firſt, ſince /udah pleading with 7oſeph, as a great 
Courticr and a Stranger to him, both in blood and Religion, 

for ought he knew ) per{ſwadeth the deliverance of the Son, 
or the prevention of the death of the Father, we may thence 
obſerve. That every man ſhould be chary of the life of any man: For 
every man in this caſe was as much bound te regard the perſon 
of another, as oſeph was, and Jacob was no more to him ( in 
Indahs ———_ then any other man. And the reaſon 
is, for that to hinder or * with-hold any preſervative of lite, 
is to make a man guilty of anothers death, and that is marder ; 
and murder is ain not only againſt humane focicty, but againſt 
divine Majeſty, That it is againſt the firſt, is calily confeſt by 
all, I need not prove it. And that it is againſt the ſecond, is 
fhewed in the ninth of Geneſis, where God cnaRing a penall 
law for a capitall puniſhment aqpiald a Mar-layer, in theſe 
words, Who ſo ſheddeth mans blood, by man ſhall his blood be fred : 


—_ thisrcaſon for ſuch retaliatien, For in the Image of 
God made he man, Gen g.6. So that he that killeth _—_— 
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*-Parifzenfis 


borren./4 la aie- 


mg in nuptys 
Henrici Regis 
Na1varrz. Luc. 
Oſianl Epi. 
Cent, 5600. 1.3, 
£.69,part alt, 
P.# zi. 


not only deſtroyeth a member of th2 Com:mon- weale, but de. 
ficeth the Image of God, and fo though the prohibition of 
killing be ſorted to the negative precepts of the ſecond Table, 
the guilt of it is as a breach of the firſt Commandemeat of the 
firſt Table. - : 

Becauſe the point is but covertly implycd, not plainly cx. 
preſt, I willnot be lang in proſecution of it : and in ſhort it 
may ſerye for Caution to all, that they be not any way guilty, 
either by commitcing of violence againſt the life of another, 
or omitting any AR of benevolence, which may ſerve to pre- 
ſerve it ; for the leaſt degree of guilt, which hath any affinity 
with that crying crime, may raiſe the tempeſt of a troubled 
conſcience within a man, and bring downeaſtorm: of venge- 
ance from above upon him : From this ſinnz, we ſhall be dif 
poſed to keepe a further diltance, it we conſider the Law in 
caſc of killing, Dewt.21. from the firſt yetſe to the ninth in+ 
clufively, where we reade, That if a man Were ſlaine in the 
field, and the Man-ſlayer Were not knowne , the Elders of the 
next City to the ſlaine man ( which if it were not apparant other- 
wiſe, muſt be tryed by meaſure from the place of the dead 
round about ) muſt offer Sacrifice, ver.4. And thowth neither 
their hands did ſhed the blond, nor their eyes ſee it, verſ.7, (by 
which is meant, that they were altogether innocent and 1g- 
norant of 1t ) yet muſt they deprecate the imputation of the 
bload-ſhed, in this manner, Be merciful, © Lord, unto thy 
people 1ſracl, whom thow haſt redeemed, and lay not innocent 
bloud unto the people of Itazls charge, and the bloud ſhall bee 
forgiven them, ver, 8. So ſhalt thou put away the guilt of in- 
wocent bloud from among you, when thou ſhalt do that which is right 
is the ſoght of the Lord,v,9. 

Secondly,It by the killing of one man, a whole City(though 
neither conſenting to it, nor knowing who did it ) muſt thus 
farre profeſl: their clearenefſe from it, and yet offer Sacrifice, 
and pray, that they may not be accounted as guilty of it, how 
deepe is their gailt, how dangerous their State, whe make 
no ſcruple to make a * City a Shambles of bloud-ſhed 2 And 
thinke it their greateſt glory , when they wade deepeſt in 
blood, not of T »rkss and Ixfidcls, but of Chriſtians, clpe- 
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cially of thoſe whoſe bloud (next unto the bloud of Chriſt ) 
is moſt precious in the eyes of God ? whercin they revell with 
ſuch a bold and boundleſſe bloud-guiltineſl:, as if they might 
and meant to heare, ſome comparative acclamations of them- 
ſelves, and ſome other man of bloud and Behial, like that in 
the firlt of Samwel the 18, Sanl bith ſlaine his thouſands and 
David 4s rex thouſands, verſe 7, But moſt unlike it in this, 
for that D avias valour was exerciſed upon the enemics of God, 
their violence rageth againſt his deareſt favourites ; for whoſe 
ſecurity he hath centred a Carcat in the Courts of Kings, P/ad. 


105, He ſuffered no man to ave them wrong, yea be reproved: 


K ings for their ſakes, ver. 14. laying, T ouch not mine aunoynted, 
and doe my Prophets no harme, ver.14,15. which they that dare 
diſobey, When be maketh inquiſition for blood, he will remember 
them, and not forget the ery of the humble, Plal.g.12. whoſe bloud 
will cry(as Abels did,Gen,q.10+) for vengeance againſt theirs,and 
God will heare it andavenge it too,Rom.19.2.and his vengeance 
will be ſuch, as (if they did apprehend it as God will infli& it,) 
would put them into the extremity of Be/faazzar ( when he [am 
the fingers of a mans hand-writing, the doome of his ruine upon the 
plaiſter of the wall, which made his countenance to be changed, his 
thoughts to be troubled, the ioynts of his loynes to be looſed, and his 
knees to ſmite one againſt another, Dan.y.s,6, but it may be, Hee 
that was a murtherer from the beginning, Joh. 8, 44, whoſe 
Naughter-men they arc ) and a jugling impoſtor too, who blin- 
deth the mind: of them that believe not, 2 Cor, 4.4. will not ſuf 


fer their blood-ſhotten eyes to ſce the guilt of their cruell. 


hearts and hands, untill they feele the weight of Gods reven- 
ging hand upon them. 
the this Obſervation of the words taken together, wee 
muſt take them apart, and ſ@ take notice of two remarkable cx- 
amples, 
"The one is of Tudahs care of the life of his Father 
Taco 
The other of Tacebs danger of death by the loſſe of his fon 
Beniamn. 
The former I ſhall diſpatch in bricfc (intending mere co- 
piouſly to preſccute the latter, 1 being more pertinent m—_ 
. 3 pr 
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preſent purpoſe) noting it as a diſpoſition worthy of 
prarſe in him, fit to be a patterne for the pratice of Children 
towards their Parents, viz. to be charic of their lives, and fo 
was 7oſeph as well as ?#dah,and(having more power) he ſhew- 
eth it more then 7«dab did or could do,and in that wherein Ja. 
aah might have cqualled him, hee ſuttered Foſeph to go beyond 
him ; the five laſt Chapters of Geneſ#s conteine an excellent ſto- 
ry which may both in{tru& Children in their filiall duty, and 
(it they marke it as they ought) will much induce them to per- 
orme it, for which the grounds are laid in nature, and upon 
them may be built conſiderations of Religion, 

For that Children ſhould be chary of the lives of their 
Parents, is Natures immediate inſtin& without any exerciſc of 
reaſon or diſcipline of Religion ; and thus all the world over 
(the bruite creatures not excepted ) yeaſomeof them are no- 
ted for example of very kind and tender love and care of their 


* Plin.nat bit, parents; for the young Storkes as * Pliny ovſerveth, will keepe 


1.10.24. 


and feed them when they are old, as they themſelves were nou- 
riſhed by them when they were-young. 

Secondly, The diate of naturall reaſon requires it, that 
Children ſhould be carcfull to prolong the lives of theirParents, 
tor 

Firſt, They are ( under God ) the meanes ef the beginning of 
life and being unto them. 

Secondly, They are(under God againe)the meanes of the con- 
tinuance of their life and well-being, 

And for Religion, God calleth for this care in the fifth Com- 
mandement, where ( under the word Hoxoxr ) all filiall duties 
ar: commanded,and under the protubition of killing(in the ſixt) 
whatſoever may tend unto it is forbidden, and the contrary is 
virtually injoyncd, that is, whatſocver may conduce to the pre- 
ſervation of hfe,cſ{pecially of thoſe to whom (by divigeand hu- 
maneilaw)we are moſt obliged. 

This I could wiſh Children would apply unto themſelves, 
whether their Parents be dead or alive; it they be dead, tocx- 
amine their own precedent carriage towards them, whether 
they have not given them any cauſe, or been an occafion to ha- 
ſen their deaths ; and if they have, to mourne more for their 
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own ſinnes in ſecret, then they ſeemed to doe ( at their Parents 
fanerall ) in publike z ifthey have them yet alive, ſeriouſly to 
recount what cauſes they have to deſire their life, and to doe 
their beſt indeayour to prolong their dayes, cheriſhing them 
in their old age, as they were cheriſhed by them in their tofan- 
cy; ſo did good Foſeph by his aged Father Facob, for he nouriſhed 
him, and his bretheren, and all bis honſhold ( for his fake ) with 
bread, or ( as ſome reade the words) as alittle child is nou- 
riſhed, Gen.46.12. or according tothe Hebrew ) even tothe 
mouth of the little one, that is,from the greateſt to the leaſt, or 
with ſuch tenderneff:, as that wherewith a Nurſe feedeth her 
little one,or with as little care or pains toacob,and thoſe of his 
family,as little children uſc to take in pn for themſelves; 
and while they (ſhew ſuch a chary diſpolition towards their 
health and welfare, they ſhall thereby get themſelves an inte- 
reſt in that gracious promiſe of the Father of Spirits,annexcd to 
ob(crvation of the fitt Commandement, which is, /engeh of days, 
for to that precept, Honowr thy Father and thy Mother,iSannexed 
this promiſe,thar thy dayes may be long in the Land which the Lord 
thy God giveth thee;and if fromchildren they grow up tothe de» 
grce of Parents,and have children of their own,they (hall repay 
them the obſervance and ſnaccour which they have performed 
to their Progenitors bofore, 

And on the contrary, the praiſe of ſuch good ſonnes, muſt 
ſcrve to the reproach of ſuch bad children, as wickedly re> 
quite the bleſting of their Parents, by wiſhing for their death, 
who were the mcanes to bring them to life, and to preſerve 
them alive by their tendernefſe over them, inthe time of their 
ignorant and impotent minority;thence was the obſervation of 
the heathen Prophet, ( fo the Apolthecalls a Poet, T5r.r. 12.) 
* the Sonne inquires into his Fathers yearcs beforc his time, 
thinking it long before he be wrapt in a white ſheet, and him» 
ſelte chad in a black ſuite, that he may have a merry heart un- 
der a mournfull habit. Such as have fo little bath of Grace and 
good-nature, as to deſire the difpatch of their Parents,. com- 
monly do ſomwhat which may be like to leſſon the meaſure of 
their owne lives,as their yoking themfclves unſutably without 
their Parents conſent, or againſt theirminds-; the am 

ach: 


—_— —  — — ——_— 


7 


* Fillu ante 
diem pairios in- 
Quirit 1 an10”: 


——— 


*Kai 0) T3HY OP, 
Swetone 1N _ one to kill me, who have loved and cared for thee, as a Father for- 
Caſer-cap.9 i fonne ? And howſoever the fore-cited penall Statute, Der, 


paſſe,&c. the reaſon of this great danger of Wes his dearc 
if it had coſt him 
his life ) which is commonly greater in the Father to the 
child, then is reciprocated from the child to the Father ; haply 
Firſt, becauſe the child is better and longer knowne unto the 
Father then the Father tothe child, both for certainty of truth 
and continuance of time. 
Secondly, Becauſe naturall affeRion{as the Lawyer ſpeakes of 
inheritance ) rather deſcends from the Parents to the _— 
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then aſcends from the children to the Parents. 

Thirdly, the diſcipline of Parents, is many times grievous 
to their children, croſſing their wills and wayes, and fome- 
times ſeverely chaſtiſing them for their failings of duty, or 
tranſgreſſions againſt it; all which are commonly as unplcafing 
unto them, as profitable for them. 

Fourthly, Parents expe& in their children to live, when 
themſclves are dead; and to be perpetuall in their ſucceſſion, 
while themſclves are but temporall and tranlitory : and chil- 
dren take their Parents ( too many times) tobe impediments, 
if not totheir lives, yet to their comfortable living, in kee- 
ping Inheritance, Honours, Offices from them, and reſtraint of 
= -— > 20mg they cannot expe (in a full fruition) untill 
t . 

And for Facobs love to Benjamin,it appears to be more then to 
the reſt of his ſons, by the ſaying of Fudah,he loverh bim(faith he) 
Gen, 44- 20. and fo he did all his other children, but his words 
imply, that he loved him in an efpeciall manner and meaſure 
above his bretheren ; ſo that they as not beloved, or little be» 
loved in reſpe of him, are not named as partakers of his love ; 
and he (heweth his love to Benjamin, by being fo fearfull of 
bis life, for he would not let him goe, /e## death ſhonld befall 
bim in the way Gen. 4 2.4-any of the reſt might have dyed as well 
23S he; but his care, his feare and his love were all for Benjamin, 
in a very eminent degree, and that made him ſo ſtiff: gal the: 
intreaties and undertakings of F#dab and of Rader, who when 
he had offered his two ſonnes for ſecurity for one ( yea and as 
for ſacrifice alſo; for he ſaid, fley my two ſonnes, Gen. 42.37. if 
I bring him not againe, ) he could: obtainc none ocher cali 
but this ; CMy ſcnne fb all not god downe with you, ver. 38. hee 
would have that {>n never go downe or ſet, but alway to thine 
within his horizon. 

And the reaſon of this love (if fach an heate and height of af- 
fetion,were not rather an aberration from rcaſon)may be : be- 
cauſe he was the ſonne of his moſt beloved wite Rachel; for 
whom he ſerved ſeven yeares, which yet (ſuch was his love nn- 
to her) /cemed unto him but a few dayer,Gen,29.22, 

Secondly, Becauſc he was MO while ſhe la- 
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boured to givc life and liberty to him, ſhe loſt her own, Gen.z5, 
19. In other caſes, whoſoever is the canſc, occaſion er inſtry- 
ment of a triends death, is commonly diltaſted, ſometimes de. 
teſted ; but here innocency plecades againſt all imputation of 

uilt and blood, and kindred and neercneiſe of blood, appre- 
ork the miſhap at. fiſt with griefe, not with grudge, and af. 
ter atime ( when ſorrow. is afſwaged concerning the dead ) 
pitty and compaſſion, love and delight, doe cxerciſe their opes 
ration upoa the living, with ſo much more tenderneſe, as the 
loſſe is the greater not only to the Father, but much more to 
the child: fince itis more like that his loſſe may be ſupplied by 
another wife,then the childs by another mother, 

Thirdly, Becauſc his brother Zo/eph,(who was dearcly belo- 
ved of his Father,) was ſuppoſcd to be dead, and 1o Benjamin 
ſurviving, was hcire to the love that belanged to him: and fo 
he loved him the more, in that he was net only Rachels fonne, 
but Foſephs brother, and in waoſe Name and right he was to 
inherit an high degree of love, for Jacob loved him more then all 
hes children, Gen. 37-3. 

Fourthly, The Reaſon of Facobs great love to 7oſeph, Was, 
becauſe he was the ſor of his old age, as is noted in the forenamed 
verſ, which hath. ſo much the more force on Benjamins part, 
as he was younger then Foſepb, and /acob conicquently fo much 
clder when he begate him ;z and to givea reaſon of this reaſon, 
the old Fathcr delights fo much more im: his young child, as to 
be a Father in old agc,is an argument of more favour fromGod, 
in ſupparting his bodily ability 1a farre, or making ſupply of it 
by his own power where it is deficient. 

' Fiftly, Thongh naturall frength be more feeble and faint-to- 
wards thce.cnd of life, 'naturalkaff2&ion is more vigorous in its 
cauric the longer it.lafteth, and. therefore the love of old age 
towards young ones, 1s many times a meere dotage, whereby 
he that was once a man,growesthe ſeeond time a child, and the 
more childith, the, more like tocxccod inthe loveof children, 
But we will: abſtra& from the particular conſiderations of [4- 
cobs love to Zeximin, and propaund an obſervation of more 
generall uſe, which is this, 7 hat the beih kind of perſons ave 
moſt kind affetted. tg their kindzed; Of this you havo' had 

evidence 
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evidence enough in 7acobalready ; and the riext remarkeable 
inſtance is 7o/-ph, who though he porſonated an Egyprias 
Prince ) and pretended rigour towards his bretheten, while 
they know him not ( for he accuſed them for ſpies, ſent af- 
ter them as thieves, put them all together three dayes in ward, 
yet (all that while ) his heart was tcaderly aff:&ed towards 
them, and twrning hu face from them he Wept, Gen 42424. he 
tooke upon him to a& the part of aſterne Governour, but his 
kind heart put him out of it, and he was faine to turne afide that 
he might not bewray it, and for that time he ſuppreſſed his 
compaſſion ; but his kindneſſe broke out againe, and his bowels 
yearned upon his brother, and he ſought where to weepe, and 
he entred into his chamber and wept there, Chap.43.30. and when 
he revealed himſclfe unto themyhe manifeſted bis love very free- 
ly and fully, . for he fell wpon ba brother Benjamins neck and wepr, 
and Benjamin fell wpon his neck, and he kiſſed all bis brethren, and 
wept pon them,Gen.q5 .1415. 

There be many vigorous reaſons of the ychement atfeions 
of ſuch as are linked to others in this kind of love ; eſpecially of 
Parentsto their children, which is the track we mult take fot 
our way at this time. 

Firſt, An impreflion of Nature, which we may obſerve ina 
deſcending, as we have done before inar aſcending operation, 
in unreaſonable creatures; for the Sea-monſters hold forth their 
breaſts unto their yotng, Lamert.q.3. which ( by the way 
thames many nice Ladics and Gentlewomen, that are not 
kind as to give fuck to their owne children, and the Beares 
robbed of their whelpes, arc'extremcly enraged, 3 Saw. 17.8. 
and rage towards thoſe that take them, is an ei: of loving at- 
fcRion to thoſe that are taken frem ther. | 

Secondly, But where rationalt knowledge is added to na- 
turall affeion, there it groweth toan higher degree of good- 
will ; For the things we know not atall ( as the vulgar * Pro« 
verbe faith.) we have no defire of, If we know them but lit» 
tle, we like them but little ( though they be never fo good } 
and-if. our, knowledge of thenbe mach, our liking of thent 
will be according tothe proportion as much; And if nature 
begin, and good acquaintuntanes goyory it ——_ 
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favour to friendſhip, and the affe&ion of friends is the mar 
riage of ſoules,Dext.x 3.6. fo far it ſeemeth did the love of 74. 
cob proceed; for it is (aid ( in the originall ) that his foule was 
bound to his ſoule,that is,to the ſoule of Benjamin. 

Thirdly, there is yet a further incentive to this affeRion, if 
there be any good parts ( inthe party beloved ) Whether of the 
body, as _ ( which made David fo kind ( if we may not 
fay fond) to his beautifull 45/a/om, as to wiſh that himſclfe 
had dyed that he might have lived, 2 Sam.19.33.) or of minde, 
which is a more generous objc& of love, becauſe mentall cn- 
dowments are more excellent then corperall. 

Fourthly, If with all this, Religion come in with its opera- 
tionand intereſt, and both partics be uniformcly pious, then is 
love moſt accom liſhed,and, cometh necre to perfeRion, 

How many of theſe cauſes of love concurred in Facobs caſe 
we cannot tell, but ſure we are ( where they all meete inone 
objeR, they muſt needs be very potent, and the griefe of lofſe 
of the party ſo beloved (cſpecially if it be ſodaine and uncrx- 

) will be anſwerable to it ; for love 1s the ſtandard toall 
the aff:ions,oras the mould whence they take both figure and 
meaſure, 

The Application hereof, we muſt ſerve in with ſeverall 
fawces of vineger and oyle, according to the different temper 
of thoſe that have need of it. Some are ſharpely to be repro» 
ved, fome ſoftly and gently to be dealt withall; the firſt are ſuch 
as the Apoſtle bringeth in ( in his bead-roule of offenders ) by 
name of 45990, without naturall affeRtion,2 Tim.3.3.a5 if their 
hearts were hewed out of the rock, or at leaſt might be ſaid to. 
be hearts of Oake. 

It is apart of the diſcipline of the Stoicks, to caſt off all paſ- 
fions 'and perturbations ( as being the diſtempers of fuch as 
arc weake and unwiſe, rather then the. qualifications of thoſe 
that are eſtabliſhed by prudence, and ruled by reafon ) and to 
dry up that humidum radicale of kindnefſe, which isapt to melt 
into teares: of tenderneſſe; and they argue themfelves. into a 
Stock-likeſtillnefle anddryneſle, by this * Dilemma ;' if a mar 
be merry he prevents the wſe of teares, 5f he 'weepe, bus own tcares 
doc os bim unworthy of mine, and ſome be hard- pact 
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cnough of themf*lves, without any difcipline or inftruQion, 
who can part with friends, kindred, Parents, partners in the 
ſtate of marriage, or children, and yetnotto be moved at all 
for any of them; and for ſach a diſpoſition as this, the mother 
of the Graechi is commended by Plutarch (which I marvcll at, 
fince he was a profeſſed oppoſite to Stoicall opinions) * ſaying 

hey as in her praiſe, that ſhe uſed toreport the untimely death of 

r two worthy Sonnes, 4s 4 Story without a teare, tor therein me 
thinkes ſhe ſhewed more of the pride of an high-ſpirited Lady, 
then of the pitty of a kind hearted Mother. 

But what an abſurdity is that for which ſome are taxed b 
ehim (inthe life of Cicero) who while others tooks on for Fe 4 
death of a dog g ar an horſe , for children or friends ſhewed ne ſorrow 
at all ? 


The want of this naturall aff:Rion, is the ground of many 
f-arfull temptations, which ſometimes proceed to unnaturall 
executions, whereof we may reade many crimſon Charadters, 
both in forraigne and domeRick Stories;but we began not with 
vincger to cnd inblond. 

Now for theoyle : if fuch an Arch-Patriarch as F«ceb ( for 
he was the Father of the Patriarchs) were fs dearly affeted 
to his Sonne Beniamin, that his death would kill him that be- 
gatc him to life; this may be as oyle, to mollific the miſcon- 
ccit of ſome, whoare too rigorous in cenſurcs of ſach, as are 
ofa tender and an afteRionate Nature, and like unto holy 74- 
cob, or hisbeſt beloved Rachell, apter to drink deepe of the bit- 
ter potion of forrow, then to take ataſte of the cup of comfort 
againſt it z When it is with them, as * Senrca wrote to AMartia, 
made 4s 4 part of the griefs, to heare any thing of the (onſolations 

e, 
And if I would make choyce of an extreame, it ſhould ra- 
ther be of that which is neare of kinne to naturall kindneſſ:, 
then of that which cometh ſo neare to a Stoicall Apathy : for. 
not only good men, but as wiſe men as any of that SeR, have 
ſhewed thetnſclves molt tenderly and atteRionately diſpoſed. 
towards their children, both living and dead : and we ſce by 


the Teſtimony of a grave || Authour concerning (icers, who. 
upon the- death mn. by child-birth ( though. he. 
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were viſited by Philoſophers and l:araed men that came on all 
ſides to comfort him ) tooke her death ſo ſorrowfully to heart, 
that he put aw«y his {eccond wifc,becauſc he thought the did re» 
Joycc at her death. 

Whercin we allow him rather as a Father, then as an hus. 
band : for his mourning for his daughter was an Argument of 
good nature, but the caſting off bis wife upon that occaſion) 
might be a figne of too much ſulpition of her, and of too little 
of that af:Rion which was due ts a wite, 

But for that love which is naturall ( yet ſach an enemy to 
Nature, as by. too much favour to the objc& affliats the Subje& 
unto death ) though whercſoevcr it is found, in ſuch a degree 
of cxceſſe, it muſt be acknowledged for a fault ; yet ſuch is the 
priviledge of Gods children,that cven faults whoſoever theybe, 
their own eſpecially may be of utctul conſideration to themdclys 
and toothers ; to them/etvs for their humbling;eo others for their 
warning and for their comfort,that —_ their kindnes to ans 
other ſhould prove fo crucll, as to kill their owne bodies, yet 
that the conccit of that killing may. not through diſtrult or 

diſpaire endanger thcir ſoulcs. | | 

For the firſt, though ( as a Mother ) the af:Rions of the pi- 
ous Matron ( whoſe death hath ſpread a blck cloud upon a 
great part ofthis Aſſ:mbly ) were ſo ſtrong asa Chriſtian, her 

underſtanding was not fo weake, as not to diſcerne the errour 
of her love : for the tooke notice of it, and acculcd her felfe for 
it, and had the more fpiritaall forrow, becauſe her carnall for- 
row for her daughter ( it we may call it carnall, which was 
ſet upon her, rather as Gods child, then as her owne ) was 
ſo immoderate ( whereof though I were an carc-witneſſe) I 
tooke no exception at her accuſation of her ſclfe, becauſe I aw 
her ſorrow was a godly ſorrow working repontance to ſalvation, 
mot to be repented of, as the Apoltle ſpeaketh, 2 Corinth, 
« 10, 
q Yet now ſhe heares me not (that none may miſtake her 
ſtate with injury to her, or miſery to themſclves, asiFfto die of 
griefe were a ſinne, A finne wnto death, 1 John 5,16, of ſuch 
a ſelfe-killing guilt, as conſiſt with the {afety of the ſoule) mo 
thinkes, I may thas refolve touching the reciprocall m—_ 
0 
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of the diſtemper of her mind and body. 

Firſt, Though in the weekly Bill of mortality, we find few 
that dic of her diſcaſe, yet there are every where examples of 
divers, who expedite their owne deaths, cither by intempe- 
rance of dyct, or purſuit of pleaſures, by intempeſtine Stw- 
dics, and too laborious employments, and many ( when they 
thinke to cheri(h nature) doe by too much caſc, charineſſe and 
curioſity, weaken it and ſometimes finally overthrow it : yet 
none of them, no not they whoſe excefle is molt faulty (if they 
dycd truePenitents) were ever by any judicious Divine or Chri- 
{tian doomed to the 1-cond death. 

Secondly, If xny cxcefſe be capable of defence, it is that of 
love, eſpecially when it is ſet upon an objeR amiable, not on- 
ly in the eyes of naturall Parents, but of our fpirituall and hea- 
venly Father, and for hers in _ if we compare it with 
Jacobsloveto, and his griefe for Beniamin ( incaſe he had miſe 
carried ) it is more capable of excule then his could be : For 
theſc reaſons, 

Firſt, The Female Sex ( out ofa naturall tendernefſe (attene 
ding upon it) is more diſpoſed both to love and com 
then the Male ; and ther where God ſcteeth forth his ſin- 
gular aff:Fion to his people, he doth it by compariſon of him- 
{:ife, with a woman, not with a man, 1/4.49.15. and what 
ismore conſonant to nature,is more capablc of pardon, if it ome» 
what exceed, | 

Secondly, Iacob had many ſonnes, at leaſt twelve, and all 
twelvealive, at the laſt whea he bleſſed them upon his death- 
bed ; of which he loft not one by death, but one in his con- 
ccit, and that bat for a time, whoſe abſcnce was recompenced 
with comforts beyond expeRation, cven te admiration, they 
were ſo many for number, fo rare for degree ; but ſhe having: 
_ divers children, was by thcir death deprived of theas 
Thirdly, of Iacobs Beniamin we reade no great! matter of 

1on, either for! pirty er-any other: yertue and 

there is fomewhar ſaid ofhim ( evenby him who.loved him fo 
dearly, and that in thelaſt words he ſpake of him) which inv- 
plycth rathermatter of reproachthcnoof praiſe, Brojamin a2 
raving 
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ravine 4s a Wolfe, in the morning he ſhall devoure the prey, and & 
might, he ſhall divide the ſpoyle, Gen.49.27, But our Rachels Phee 
be, was an innocent and harmleſle lambe. 

A child of about x 2: yearcs old, as like him for piety ( who, 
when he was but twelve yeares old, was found in the Temple 
hearing the Doors and aching them Yurſtions, Luk. 2.42, 46.) 
as any of her Scx, and that age within che compaſſe of my ac- 
quaintancec. 

Her picty and charity, were commendable in any age, ad- 
mirablc in one ſo young as ſhe was : I will givea briefe touch 
of both ( ſince they are the principall qualifhcationsof a Chrj- 
ſtian) and the rather, becauſe though*®here ſhe was borne, and 
lived to honour God with aſingular example of ſanRity ( for 
one ſo young ) yct here ſhe dyed not, and therefore had not 
here, that commendable mention made of her, which in this 
place was due unto her; whereof I will give you (ach a report, 
asis like unto an Eccho, reſounding back a few fillables for 
many words of her * Funeral Sermon : and this for yours, and 
your childrens ſakes, that they may be induced to become 
godly betimes ; and fearce not the ſaying, 4 young Saint, an old 
devill, fcr that is one of the old devills Proverbs, and prophe- 
cies as falſe as himſelfe, who never ſpeakes truth, but to make 
way for belicfe of a lyc, and the contrary is regularly true, 
A young Saint, an old Saint, a young Devill an old De- 
vl 


Fnft, for her Picty, it was ſuch (for a child) as rhuſt 
_ argue her the child of God, and by ſuch evidences as 
rtncie, 

Firſt, ſhe ſet her ſelfe an holy and daily taske for prayer and 
reading of the Scripture: wherin if by any occaſion ſhe were in- 
terrupted ſhe was very much troubled, and this ſhe did nor for» 
mally out affeftionately ; which may appeare by theſe particulars, 

I, By her ſerious enquiries, and queſtions of the ſenſe and 
meaning of that ſhe read. 
2. By her conſtant care te keepe cloſe to the rules of 


it, for fcare, leaſt in any thing, ſhe ſhould doe contrary 


unto 1t, 


3- By her ſcruple and trouble of mind, if in any thin 
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ſhe digreſſed from her duty to God or man commanded in the 
word, | 

Fourthly, ifany doubt or cafe of conſcience aroſe, where 
in favour to her ſ:Ife, and honour to God by way of competiti> 
on, came in for preheminence ; as whether ſhe thould abridge 
her ſeite cf lawtull liberty on the Sabbath day, or make a breach 
upon it, by a prophane 1mployment of any part of it, ſhe was 
much more ready to be injurious to her iclte, then facrilegious 
toGod, 

Whercf [ſhall relate unto you a ſtrange, but a trueStory,which 
I know very well,for (it was ina paſlage of conference betwixt 
hcr and me, yet in the preſence of divers others, who may yet 
remember it, }It was thus, Upon ſome ſpeeches againſt the yio- 
lation of the religious relt of that day by carnall recreations, 
ſhe ſhewed her d:{like of dancing on the Sabbath, ſo farre as to 
fay, (he would rather die then doe it, I told her with com- 
mendation of her Chriſtian care and zeale to keepe it ( not on- 
ly holy for the manner , but wholly for the meaſure) that fo 
ſhe might make her ſclfe more guilty of the breach of the fixt 
Commandement by her reſt, then of the fourth by her moti- 
on : for if her dancing were not anex:rciſe of delight unto her 
ſ:Ife, but done as a worke of mercy for preſervation of her life, 
and {o profeſl:d to ſuch as would comp?ll her to doe it, it was 
no breach of piety,but an a& of charity,as: lawfull as the labour 
beſtowed to lift wp an Oxe ont of the pit leaſt he ſhould die there, 
which is allowed by our Saviour, and fo much more warran- 
table, as the life of a Chriſtian is of more worth, then the lifs 
of a beaſt : Againſt which, though ſhe could ſay little, I 
found ſomewhat to doz, to free her from the fetters of her for- 
mer opinions ; ſo deeply did Dodtrines of ſelfe-deniall finke 
into her heart, though (he were yet but of that age, which u- 

<th to make ſcruple of nothing, and to deny nothing to it ſelte, 
which hath any favour of ſenfaall delight. 

2. Sccandly, for her Charity, ( lether Piety ſtand For an a-' 
bridgement of the firſt Table, and her charity will ſetve for the 
{ame in thefecond) (he was kind and courteous towards all, 
tender hearted to the diſtrefled, deſirous ( if any breach were 
made betweene any. of the —__ make it up = 
| y 
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by hearty reconcilement, Eb 

And to the poore (he was exceedingly pittifull, interceding 
for them, giving of her own unto them, For which purpoſe, 
ſhe got a little ſtock before hand(for her Parents ſeeing ſhe was 
ſo well-minded, would not futfer her to be empty handed ) 
and that ſtocke ſometimes ſhe adventured all at once ( as 
goods in a weather-beaten Barke) by way of loane to ſome 
poor perſon in extreame neceſſity; where may we knd fo much 
upon record of [acobs Beniamin ? 

On theſe two points, Picty and Charity, hang all the Law, 
and the Prophets, and theſe two were fo habitually ſetled in 
her, that in the exerciſe of both (fo farre as others could judge) 
ſhe took much delight. 

How could it be but a delight to any godly Parents to have 
fach a child ? How but a great gricfc to be deprived of her, 
who was like (1f (he had lived) to bave been an excellent 
patterne to both Sexes, and every age to which ſhe attai- 
ned, 

And the better ſhe was, the more lovely in the eyes of God 
and of all that arc good, and her goodneſſe doubtlefſe was that 
which fo unitcd the ſoule of her good mother to hers, that they 
_ not part, but (as /acob and Beniamin) with the perill of 


By this child you may make ſome cenjeQure of her Mother; 
for children ( cſpecially in their minority ) owe much unto 
their Mothers, for their godly education, fo did King Lemme! 
to his, Prov.31.1. and 7 imothy ro his Mother and Grand-mo- 
ther both, 2 Tim.1.5. 

And though grace be of God, it is regularly conferred by 
meanes, and relt3ious inſtruction of children, and exemplary 
converſation of their Parents, is a meancs, which God many 
times bl:f:th with gracious cfftets : So that wheras molt 
make boalt of their Parents ( as ——_— of his, K now therefore 
that 1 am not baſely, but nobly deſcended, being both on the Fa- 
thers and Mothers fide derived from the line of the Prieſts) 
in reaſon there is. cauſe, rather for Parents to glory in good 
children : ſince God ( many times ) maketh them uſctull in- 
ſtrumeats of their goodneſſ: : But feldome ( on the contrary) 

is 
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is the Parents goodnefle eff-Red by any mcaus cither of cxam- 
ple or inſtruQion of their children, 

Howſvever ſhe (this grave Matron I meanc) had not bin 
ſo happy, as to be the Mother of fo religicus a daughter, ſhe 
was 1n her {elf well wortby both of our commendation and of 
others imitation. 

Firſt, as a Woman. Secondly, as a Wife, Thirdly, as a 
Mether, Feurthly, as a miſtreſſe, Fiftly, as a friend, Sixt- 
ly, ( which is the chicfeſt of all) as a Chriſtian. 

Under theſe particular Titles, we might make diſcourſe for 
a whole houre, but I will wind up all ( as many long threds ) 
into alittle clew, 

Firſt, as a Woman, ſhe was gravely and venerably mo- 


Secondly, (as a Wife) (he was loving, loyall and pleaſing 
to her husband, never repining at any beneficence' beſtowed 
upon his friends, but freely- and affe&ionately aſſ-nting to 
what was done in that kind, as if it had bin done to her. 
owne kindred ; and therein ſhee, hath beene quitted with a 
kind retaliation to thoſe of her alliance: ſhee was an 
helper to her yoake-fellow ( in all his affaires ) by taking 
upon her ſelfc, all houſhold cares, and ordering them like a. 
prudent and faithfull Steward, and ſo much the more, as he 
( partly out of the cumber of occaſions of his calling, and part- 
ly in confidence of her diſcretion) was the more negleAtull 
of them ; which the obſerving,cauſed a ſummary or inventory 
tobe taken of what was in the houſe and under her hands, and 
this ( as a kind of Legacy in her laſt ſickaefle) ſhe bequeathed 
to him with advice, hercafter to take it into his owne conſt- 
deration with morecircumſpeRion: and as during the time of 
their marriage, ſhe lived with him in a moſt amiable manner 
(betwixt 24 and 25 yearcs together) ſo at laſt, ſhe tooke her 
leave of him, with as many aff:Rionate expreſſions, as could 
poſſibly preceed from a {ule ready to take her flight from 
carth to heaven. 

ns. as 4 oy need oo nothing, but that as ou was 
to her pious d er depart was {he proportionably care» 
full of and afe&zonate to the reſt of her children, while ſhe Mm 
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joyed them, but they as blazing Starres (bat of ſhore 
continuance) (hin:d for a while, and then vaniſhed out of 
ſight. 

.; "TY As a Miſtreſſ:, ſh: ſo ordered the government of 
her ſ:ryants, as to make them as loath (out cf love as out of 
feare) tooff:nd her, forbearing rebukes, but when neceſlity 
did require them,and {> tempering them, when there was need, 
that they might neither (through levity) incline to contempe, 
nor through rigour to hate. 

" Fiftly, As a Friend (hz was kind, free, hearty, truty, for- 
ward to at her part to the full in friendly commerce, and 
as ready to take in good part what came from a friendly mind, 
though it were not preſented in all the demonſtrations of plea» 
ſing reſpect. 

Sixtly, As aChriſtian, ſhe was devout in holy duties beth 
of the ſolemne Afſzmblies, the Family, and the C/»ſſer, which 
(when by ſickneſſe ſhe was ſufpended from the publike fervice 
of God in the Church) ſerved unto her for a Chappell of caſe, 
though it were great gricfc unto her,that ſhe could not praiſe 
the Lord in the great Congregation,P1, 22,25. nor enjoy the com- 
munion of Saints ſo fully as before, yet (when ſhe bare her part 
of the publike worſhip) her accuſtomed manner was (as thoſe 
who were neareſt to her have obſerved) thrice a day to betake 
her ſelf to her private devotien of reading, meditation and pray- 
er, wherin (beſides her conſtant reading of three Chapters, and 
ſeme- portion of the P/a/mes every day) ſhe ſpent ſome hourcs 
inother good books as opportunity ſerved. Hereby ſhe ſtreng- 
thened her faith, humbled her fouls in the ſevere ( yet fving) 
martyrdome of fincere Repentance)quickned her watch over 
her ſpirituall eſtate, for prevention o the encroxchment or ſur- 
prizall of fin, and ſo by fearing even to a gnat of fin, ſh: kept her 
conſcienee at great diſtance and farr out of danger of ſwallow- 
ing of Camels. 

+ Her profeſſion and prattice of Piety (in this fort ) was ſecn- 
red from all ſuſpition of hypocrific, by her anſwerable meaſure 
&#f charity and patience : For the firft, fe was of a tree diſpo- 
fition in her houſe, compaſſionate tothe p2or,a:14 liberal tochcin; 
wherofI recd fay the leſle;by how much the mor: they bemo*n 
wes 6: ok her 
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her loſſz,on which bare ,and barren ſoil{bare and barren in reſpe&t 
of men,but very fruitfull by the plentiful repaiment of God, wha 
makes himſ:1t a ſurety for what is beſtowed u20n the poer, Pro, 
19.7. )ſhe ſowed fo much ſeed,that as it were caſting ber breai 
upon the waters, Eccl 11.1, incontidence of divine recompence 
no doubt ſhe finds a more bountifall hand thzn her own, reſto» 
ring unto hergher layings out of that kind with advantage. 

Her Patience is one of the particulars, which was moſt ap- 
prrant in the latter part of her life, which beginning with her 
fickneſle, held out to her death : She had a foretickneſſe, and 
of long continuance, from Whitſontide untill atter Bartholmew- 
tide, ( which was the time of her daling daughters advances 
ment to her heavenly Fa:her) the had not cnz hovures caſe in 
aday from her paine, and yet the dorc all with very much pa- 
tienc2, and much of it a!ſo with ligh:ſomencfle; which though 
it were marvelled at by ſuch as obſerved it, the thought the 
had too little of that found and folid vertue; and made it her 
prayer very oft,to hav= more of it, that it might proceed-with 
ancven pace to her paines, fo that the one might be encreaſed 
with the other. 

But indeed it ſeemed, Gedrather aſlwaged her paines, for 
the moſt part of the wecke wherein ſhe dyed, ſhe was much 
given to ſlambers, but as it is ſaid of the Church, (ant.y .2; 
1 ſl:epe but mine heart waketh; ſo might ſhz have ſaid, for fo it 
appeared ſhe did ; for on the ſodaine,ſhe would breake through 
a ſlumber, (as it were aray of lightning breaking through a 
Cloud) with (ach pathetick cjaculations as theſe, Lord pardon, 
Lord pardon, Mercy good Lord, Mercy, 

While the had the free uſe cf her ſpcech, (he promptly ap- 
plyed many places of Scripture, which molt tnly appertained 
to her preſent condition ; and when it fatlzd, as it did alittle 
before her end ; ſhe recovered it againe, to give ſome yent ta 
her intentive mind, in ſach paſſiges as theſe 3 Lord I beherve, 
belp my unhelieft ; the Lord is my rock, and my defence, therefore 
I will truſt in him; and her truſt was not deceived, for her 
__ Father, dealing with her with much favour and tens 

ern:{:, did not breake afander, but gently unlaced the bonds 
of life, fo that ſhe departed, in ſuch a calne and quict manner, 
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that none ſtanding vy, could perceive any pangs or ſtruglings, 
when the divorce was made betwixt her foule and body, 

I will commend but one thing more to your memory of this 
religious Rachel,and it 1s, That her Picty was not a goodnefſ; 
ef the ſcant meaſure of many of the world , who allow God 
but ſome part or pertion of their lives, ( having many excur- 
ſions out of the rode-way cf Religion) ſerving God witha 
S$ynechdoche of a part tor the whole :)for ſhe began to be godly 
betime, and held on to her end, with ſach an uniforme te- 
nour of picty and integrity, that her perſeverance aſtureth us of 
her faithfulneſſe to the end ; and we are ſure then, that accor- 
ding to promiſe and propheſie of the Scripture, Rev.2.10, She 
hath obtained the Crowne of life, which (he (hall never put off;but 
weare it fur cyer, 

Shall we fay here is an end of her. 1 did not propoſ: ker 
praiſe ( as ſome may haply conceive ) meercly, or chict-ly to 
gratific her friends, but principally to edific the hearers in ge- 
nerall, by ſuch obſervations of the courſe of her l:fs, and man- 
ner of her death, as may redound to the benefit of all, by a 
ſcrious conſideration and imitation of her vertues : For God 
ſets forth ſuch examples for pattcrnes, that thoſe whoare not 
ſo pliable to the praiſe of preſcribed rules, as they ſhould be, 
may be led on by examples, and certaincly if they be not the 
better for them, it ſhall goe the worſe with them ; for if the 
Queene of the South ſhall riſc up in judgement and condemne 
the generation which never ſaw her, how much more ſhall fo 
many holy and worthy examples condemne the wicked, who 
ſce or may ſee their holy behaviour, and take no heed nor care 
to conforme unto them. 

But it may be, they doe not belceve the reports of their picty, 
and why doe they not ? becauſe ſometimes men ( even Prea- 
chers ) laſh out in exceſſive commendation of them, farre + 
bove their deſerving : Tf it be ſo, the more is their finne, and 
the greater one day will be their ſhame ; but certaincly there 
arc many that arc farre more holy then the wicked of the world 
will cafily believe: and one maine cauſc of their diffidence and 
diſtruſt is, becauſe of their own guilt, and unacquaintance in 
the waycs of godlineſſ. 

They 
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They will not belicve that illiterate, unlearned Lay-men are 
able in prayer to powre forth their ſoules with patheticall and 
plentiful exoreiſions, they have not been carc-witneſſcs of 
any ſuch gift of Gods Spirit, and therefore they will give no 
credit to thoſe that report it 5 but doubtleſs there are ſach 
men and women too, and there are {ach gifts manifeſted b 
their exerciſe of them ; and I haye heard it, from the mout 
of a very Þ faithfull witnefle, that a man of as eminent place 
in the Church, and of as eminent parts and proficiency in all 
kind of knowledge, ( eſpecially in Divinity) as any is to be 
found in all his Majelties Dominions, hath acknowledged, 
That he hath heard a Lay- man in a Leatherne Fackst, pray by heart, 
without Art or Booke, and with ſuch an evidence and demonſtra- 
tion of the Spirit, as hath made him much aſbamed of his own de« 
felts and diſabilities to per forme that duty of devotion,in ſuch a man- 
ner and meaſure 45 he did. 

But they that have not had ſome experimentall proofe of 
this kind, entertaine ſuch reports, ( many times ) as not only 
untrue, but as impoſſible, when they ſhould thinke all things 
eafic and poſſible with God, Mar.19.26, and they may find 
( if they would marke it ) ſomewhat in experience betwixt 
the divell and themſelves, which might induce them to be- 
lieve a ſtrange and ſtrong operation of Gods Spirit in his chil- 
dren, For doth not that powertull impoltor ſometimes ſo 
prevaile with their corrupt nature, as by his ſuggeſtions to 
{ſway them againſt the evident dire1on of Gads Word, the 
light of their own reaſon, the bent of their own reſolutions, 
the checks of their convinced conſciences, the example of all 
good men, though they can expe& none other end of that way 
wherein the Devill drives them, then the ruine of their ſoules, 

And ſhall not the Father of lights, the Authour of every 
good and perfe& gift ( who could make the dumbe Aﬀe to 
{peake more wiſely then his rider, though a Prophet ) endow 
thoſe whom by peculiar favour he hath choſen to be his, with 
what portion of ſpirit of illumination and fanification, plea- 
ſeth himſelte, and guide beth their minds and tongues, and all. 
their facultics to ſach cies as he thinks fit for lis own glory 
and the good of his people. 
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Doubtlef: though all have not the Spirit that pretend to 
have it, nor the gift of prayer who take upon them to pray by 
the Spirit ; there are divers that haye it, and give proof: of ir, 
i1 ſuch ſort as cannot be gaine-faid, and more in this age then 
in any other ſince the Primitive DoRors, who had a conſtant 
and infallible guidance of the Spirit, were advanced from 
earth to Heaven, And their examples are as conſiderable in 
their ordinary praQtiſe of Religious precepts, as in the exzrc:ſz 
of their extraordinary gifts, Yet | propoſe none, though a Pa- 
triarch, a Prophet, an Apoſil: or Martyr, much lefle any 
one below them to imitation, without the l:mitation of 
S.Panl. Beye fellowers of me, even as I am of Chriſt, Cor.11 1, 
Fer example, though Facob and Rachel were very good prople, 
yet be not Hke unto him 1n his 1mmoderate :ft:&ion to Bex- 
1amen, nor unto her infuch a wilfull bewail:rg of her Otbity, 
as weuld not admit any conſolation becauſe ſhe was childleſſ, 

Let us rather conſider what may be faid to quiet and be- 
ca!me our paſtions, that they grow not too head-(trong, for 
Religion and rea{on to rule them. Be our loſſ: what it may 
be, we ſhould beare it without repining or impaticnce,and that 
for reaſons of weight taken both from God and man, 

' From God, concerning whom we mult rake notice, 

Firſt of his Authority over us. Secondly of his intention, 
3, towards us, and 2, towards ours, 

For the firſt, It is God that killeth and maketh alive, Tfa.45 7. 
and this he doth,not only de Fafto, but de Pure, he hath not on- 
ly apower to doe fo, but aright alſo, for we arc all of us, unto 
him, astheclay in the hands of the Potter, not only to make 
xs veſſclls of honour, or diſhonour, as he pleaſeth, but ( when 
we are made) todaſh us in picces, if we pleaſe him not ; and 
ſhall we then be diſfpleaſed with him, when(as the owner 
of the Vincyard demanded of the murmuring labourer, Aſa, 
23.15.)hc doth but what he will with his owne. 

Indeed we uſc to ſpeake of what we pcflefſe, with a tearme 
of propricty, my Wife, my Husband, my Child, my Fricod ; 
but our Title to them is not originall, but derivative from 
kim, and by way of ſubordination under him: for we and they 
arc his, made by him and for him, they to ug are but lent, uy 
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ſolent, ( without any certaine time or datc ) that we cannot 
{ inright ) ſay he calls backe, or takes away too ſoone, if it 
were th- ſame day of our firſt poſſeſſion of them : and f we 
have enjoyed them long, the lefſe time, in reaſon there re- 
maineth for the future, and ſo we ſhould the ſooner prepare 
for a parting. And when it cometh to that, we ſhould con- 
ſider what intents God may have in taking away from us, that which 
is deare unto 5, 

Firſt, it may be ( as the Widow of Sarepta ſaid when her 
Sonne was dead ) 10 call onr finnes to our rememberance,x King, 
17.ve.18, achild or friend of ours is dead, that we may not 
dye inſins and treſpaſſes without repentance, 

Secondly, it may be ( with onrother finnes ) we may be 

guilty of ſome kind and degree of Idolatry, by ſetting that 
delight upon the creature, which of right belongs to the cre- 
ator alone ; and if ſo, we are fpiritxall adulterers and adultereſ< 
ſer, James 4.4. and God #5 ajealous God,Exo. 20.5, who diſco» 
yermg a decay of our love that we might love him better, will 
take away the impediment betwixt him and us, which was as 
a curtain or ſcreene to intercept our fight, and the heate of our 
hearts towards him, As a diſcreet Lady, it ſhe ſhould per- 
ccive that her Waiting-woman ſtole any part of the Nuptiall 
atfeQion of her Husband from her, would find ſome meanes 
to put her away : And God very well knoweth that our hearts 
are narrow, our love but little and faint, a great deale too lit- 
tle for himſelfe, if it went all one way, and therefore ifhe 
love us he will take away that which ſtcales away our affe- 
Rions from him, that our love being ſet upon him more in- 
tentively, he may returne more kindneſſe to us againe, and 
ſo his end maybe tocroſle us in our way that he may bleſſeus 
inthe end, that he may doe ts the more good at onr latter end, as is 
promiſed, Dexe.8.v.16. . 

Thirdly, Gods intent in taking away, may be in favour to 
the deceaſed parties, to ſet them fafe out of perill, the Righteows 
1s Taken away from the evill ro come, I1a.57.1, and of this the cauſe 


-is ſo evident in reaſon,that he that never ſaw the Bible,nor read 


that ſentence of the Prophet, could ſay, Who knoweth that God 
bath not taken away in favour to mar-kind from the evill to come, 
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And this cauſe is eſpecially coaſiderable in theſe times where. 
in many gaod people have of late been taken away,and we may 
have caulc to conceive from the cvill to come, there may come 
much evill without any preface or premonition at all ; but we 
feenothing but diſmall clouds gathcriag in our horizon, and as 
it were preparations for terrible ſtormes, 

Oar ſinnes doubtleſſ: are come to a very great height, and 
who knoweth whether their guilt be not more clamerous for 
yengeance, then our praycrs are importunate for pardon ? 
We fee things grow worſe and worſ: with us, a few grow 
better and better, to pacific Gods diſpleaſure by due reforma- 
tion. And therefore for ſach of the oetter ſort as are taken 
away in thoſe times as this yertuous Matron, after the courſe 
of an holy 4life on carth, wee may conceive it is done that 
they may live in reſt, and peace, and joy, and glory with God 
far ever. There is caufe then to give thankes to God for 
their happy change, ſince they are ſet up fo ſafe, . that they ſhall 
never feele-nor feare the cvill to come, and to mourne,not for 
them but for our ſclvcs, that we are left below, in a ſtate of ſab» 
jeRion to all ſorts of ſforrowes, which may the ſooner over» 
whelme us,becauſc they arc taken away (as Let out of Sodome, ) 
oo whole ſakes =—_ hath the judgement been ſuſpended hi- 
therto, | 
- And hitherto having had your prefence, and I hope your at- 
tentions alſo to what I have delivered ; I ſhall now commend 
you to the gratious fayour of the Lord of life av4death, Deut, z 2, 
29. beſccching him to teach you to number your daye!, that 
Jou may apply your hearts unto wiſedome, P{al 90.12. and to give 
you w/edome to conſider your latter end, Deut.32.29, and allthe 
while that youare in- the way unto it, that you may by an holy 
life get ſound aſſurance to your ſoules, that ( when your mortall 
bodics arc laid aſtzepe in the duſt of the carth ) they may bere- 
ccived to a moſt happy cohabitation with God in Heaven, in 
his preſence tobe poſl:ſed of the faineſſe of joy, aud of the pleaſures 
#t hns right hand for evermore, P{.16.11, Amen. 
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